
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | 


CONFIRMATION NO, 


10/716,242 


1 1/17/2003 


Michael Gausclmann 


ATR-A-102-3P 


6611 



32566 7590 07/09/2007 

PATENT LAW GROUP LLP 
2635 NORTH FIRST STREET 
SUITE 223 

SAN JOSE, C A 95134 



EXAMINER 



BANTA, TRAVIS R 



ART UNIT 



3714 



PAPER NUMBER 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



07/09/2007 PAPER 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/716,242 


Applicant(s) 

GAUSELMANN, MICHAEL 


Examiner 

LmAM 1 1 1 II IWl 

Travis R. Banta 


Art Unit 

3714 





« The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 11/17/2003. 
Accordingly, the information disclosure statement has been considered by the 
examiner. A signed copy is provided herewith. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-21 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hughs- 
Baird et al. (US 6,439,995). 

Regarding claim 1, Hughs-Baird et al. discloses a gaming method using a 
gaming machine to conduct a main game with several possible outcomes enabling a 
secondary game (see column 5 lines 1-6). The main game generates an outcome 
enabling the secondary game. The secondary game displays several icons to a player. 
Each icon represents a selection of an unknown element that a player may select (see 
column 6 lines 34-46 as well as Figure 1-36 and figure 5). A player will then select an 
icon associated with unknown game elements, and the machine receives the 
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corresponding signals signifying the selection. When the element is picked, the player 
discovers the content of the icon. Therefore, the displayed element must have changed 
to display the content of the icon (see column 6 lines 53-54). 

Regarding claim 2, Hughs-Baird et al. discloses an MxN matrix of icons displayed 
to a player (see figure 1-36). 

Regarding claim 3, Hughs-Baird et al. discloses that after a player selects one of 
the icons, one of the displayed elements changes only in a row from which the player 
has selected one of the icons. That is to say, after a player makes a selection, the 
selected box is only in one of the rows of the matrix. One box is changed and contents 
are displayed. One box must necessarily be only in 1 row. (see figure 1-36 and related 
description in column 6 lines 47-57). 

Regarding claim 4, Hughs-Baird et al. discloses several screens on which the 
player can make selections. As the player selects from one screen, arrows are 
displayed instead of the "pick" boxes to lead the player to another screen to pick. "Pick" 
icons turn into arrow icons in all rows of the matrix (see column 7 lines 14-24). 

Regarding claim 5, Hughs-Baird et al. discloses ending the secondary game after 
a predetermined number of selections by the player (see column 3 lines 1 1-22). 

Regarding claim 6, Hughs-Baird et al. discloses ending the secondary game after 
the player selects an icon representing an end to the secondary game (see column 1 1 
lines 45-48). 

Regarding claims 7, 8, 9, and 10, Hughs-Baird et al. discloses multipliers for 
each selection or "pick" box. The values are displayed to the player on the display as 



Application/Control Number: 10/716,242 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3714 

indicators. Several multipliers are possible (see column 6 line 58 through column 7 line 
12). 

Regarding claim 11, Hughs-Baird et al. discloses displaying one or more award 
values (see column 7 lines 14-24). 

Regarding claim 12, Hughs-Baird et al. discloses a game matrix and display that 
displays unknown awards. These awards otherwise known as "pick" boxes do not 
identify any particular award until they have been picked by the player (see figure 1-36 
and figure 6). 

Regarding claim 13, Hughs-Baird et al. discloses displaying an award that 
initiates another game by starting the present game over (see column 13 line 31-33). 

Regarding claim 14, Hughs-Baird et al. discloses displaying elements to a player 
displaying awards that when selected increase potential awards in the secondary game. 
These awards are taught as multipliers (see column 6 line 58 through column 7 line 12). 

Regarding claim 15, Hughs-Baird et al. discloses displaying elements to a player 
comprising different types of awards (see various values on figures 1 and 6). 

Regarding claim 16, Hughs-Baird et al. discloses the conveyance of a symbol. 
The symbol is a skull and cross bones (see column 1 1 lines 45-48). The signals are 
received by the machine from a player selecting icons (pick boxes) in order to obtain a 
predetermined combination of signal (see Column 5 line 32-41). 

Regarding claim 17, Hughs-Baird et al. discloses a next level of the secondary 
game (see column 7 lines 5-10). 
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Regarding claim 18, Hughs-Baird et al. discloses ending the secondary game 
after a predetermined plurality of different levels of the secondary game are played (see 
column 7 lines 5 -34). 

Regarding claim 19, Hughs-Baird et al. discloses displaying a plurality of icons to 
a player with a plurality of rows and columns of icons (see figure 1-36). The elements 
are displayed to a player without identifying which icons are associated with the 
elements. The displayed elements are associated with each row containing the 
displayed elements so the player knows which elements are offered in each row upon 
the conclusion of the game (see column 10 lines 19-31). 

Regarding claim 20, Hughs-Baird et al. teaches a device in a gaming machine to 
conduct a main game with several possible outcomes enabling a secondary game (see 
column 5 lines 1-6). The main game generates an outcome enabling the secondary 
game. The secondary game displays several icons to a player. Each icon represents a 
selection of an unknown element that a player may select (see column 6 lines 34-46 as 
well as Figure 1-36 and figure 5). A player will then select an icon associated with 
unknown game elements, and the machine receives the corresponding signals 
signifying the selection. When the element is picked, the player discovers the content of 
the icon. Therefore, the displayed element must have changed to display the content of 
the icon (see column 6 lines 53-54). 

Regarding claim 21, Hughs-Baird et al. discloses an MxN matrix of icons 
displayed to a player (see figure 1-36). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Travis R. Banta whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1615. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9-4. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bob Pezzuto can be reached on (571) 272-6996. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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